
Driftwood Parade  

Saturday January 31st  

Driftwood Travels the World 

Start getting plans for your float together for our Annual Mardi Gras Parade.  

Building a float isn’t as hard as you might think—it is a lot of fun and is a great 

way to get involved in the neighborhood.  Check out our website for tips on 

building your float.  Our theme is “Driftwood Travels the World”.  

 December 8th—Basketball Season Starts at Galatas 

 December 9th—Driftwood Literary Society Meeting and Christmas Party 
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 January 31st—Annual Mardi Gras Parade  
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Christmas Caroling & 
Hayride 

Sunday December 14th 
 
We will load up in front of the Country Club at 
5:30. After the hayride and caroling, we will 
return to the Club for cookies and hot cocoa.  
Open to all Civic Association Members.   

DECEMBER 2014 

Upcoming Events 

THE 

Remember 

that the 

children 

are out of 

school for  

Christmas 

break later 

this month.  

Drive 

safely on 

our streets. 
Stay In Touch And  Keep Updated 

 Civic Association Website: www.driftwoodparkcivicassociation.com  

 Country Club Website: www.driftwoodparkcountryclub.com 

 Galatas Website:  www.galatasplayground.com 

 Facebook:  Search for pages for DPCA, DPCC, and Galatas.  

 Nextdoor.com:  driftwoodla.nextdoor.com 



Hello Neighbors – Let the holiday festivities 
begin!! It’s going to be a great holiday season 
to be living in Driftwood. 
 
Another blighted property??  
Anyone who exits Driftwood from Driftwood Blvd., 
onto Williams, has had to drive by the former 
Trauth’s Restaurant.  The Driftwood Park Civic 
Association has notified the owner of the property, 
Ochner Hospital, and filed a complaint about this 
blighted property, which has been empty and has 
not been kept up to City code in over FIVE years.  
 
Civic Association Board Member, Mike Carter, has 
taken the lead in contacting both Ochsner and 
Kenner City officials. Both parties agreed to meet 
on November 10 to discuss this property and to put a 
plan in place to remove the blight.  Ochsner 
Hospital and Kenner City officials will be meeting 
again in 30 days to resolve this issue. The Civic 
Association believes that Ochsner is acting in good 
faith and the neighborhood will not have to wait 20 
years, (i.e.: Jumonville house) to have this 
resolved.  If you have any questions or comments, 
please contact any member of the Civic Association 
Board. 
 
Grant Money!   
There is federal grant money available through the City of Kenner, according to your income, to fix or 
rehabilitate your property.  Please contact the City for more details. 
 
Christmas Decoration Judging 
Beginning on the 7th of December, the Civic Association will be judging your outdoor displays and giving 
awards for the best yard display or door decoration.  Thank you to all who participate in making our 
neighborhood festive during the holiday season! 
 
Mardi Gras Parade 
“Driftwood Travels the World” is the theme of the parade being held on January 31, 2015.  If anyone 
needs help building their float or obtaining materials, please contact the Civic Association.  
 
Speeding and Yard Parking 
Speeding is still a problem – slow down!  School holidays are approaching and children dart out into the 

street quickly. Parking on the area between the street 
and the sidewalk makes visibility of oncoming traffic 
very difficult, especially on busy 39th Street. 
 
Happy Holidays!! 
 
John DeHaven 
DPCA President 

President’s Message 
John DeHaven 
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Blighted Property at Driftwood and Williams 
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Councilman’s Corner 
Councilman Keith M. Reynaud, District 3  
 

Great things are happening in and around Driftwood that I would 
like to share with you.   

We had another blighted property demolished in District 3. The 
dilapidated four-plex at 3665 Martinique was brought down to the 
dirt in mid-October. Persistence pays off! 

Have you noticed the remodeled bowling alleys’ beautiful new 
façade?  Well please visit the inside to really appreciate the 
$600,000 that Bowlmor has invested in our community.   Big screen 
tv’s, an led light show during Saturday bowling, and an inviting bar 
are just some of the amenities offered.  I’d also like to give kudos to 
the modernized Wendys’ remodel at 3636 Williams Blvd.  We also 
have a new restaurant that recently opened in District 3 – NOLA 
Desi Kitchen, 3814 Williams Blvd is serving Indian, Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi cuisine for lunch or dinner and breakfast on Saturday & 
Sundays.    

Congratulations to Schneckenburger Elementary on becoming the first open enrollment school in Kenner 
to receive an A rating.  Dedicated staff and enthusiastic students deserve the acclamations for this honor. 

As part of the Kenner 2030 plan, the beautification project along Power Blvd from West Esplanade to 
Vintage Drive is in the planning stage.  The improvements will include infrastructure and aesthetically 
pleasing plants, lights and retaining walls.  

Please follow the exciting improvements being done in our subdivision and our district by “liking” our 
facebook page and to sign up for my monthly electronic newsletter facebook.com/kennerdistrict3.  

As always if you need assistance at any time, please do not hesitate to call Darilyn or me at the council 
office.  

In the spirit of love and with gratitude for all of God's blessings, council district 3 and the Reynaud family 
would like to wish all a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year.  Happy Holidays!!! 

                                                                                                                                                                        

God Bless,  

Keith Reynaud 

Council office:  (504)468-7249  email: kreynaud@kenner.la.us  or  cell:  (504) 415-1494. 
Councilman's corner is written by Councilman Keith M Reynaud District 3. 
 

mailto:kreynaud@kenner.la.us


 

September Meeting:  The first fall meeting was held Sept 3, 2014, at the home of our President, Cindy Wooldridge.  

Everyone was glad to see each other since we do not meet during the summer.  Our group took a walk to Cindy’s next 

door neighbor’s home for a terrific treat!  Cynthia and Miguel Prado have transformed their back yard into a 

floral paradise and a playground for their grandchildren.  The Prados invited us over and explained how they created 

this beautiful wonderland.  Miguel built a playhouse for the grandchildren and it has air-conditioning and running 

water.  Cynthia decorated it and we all were amazed.  Cynthia is an artist and she had created many pieces of art that 

are displayed throughout the yard.  There are waterfalls and bridges and many beautiful plants.  It is truly an oasis for 

the eye and we know they spend many hours enjoying this part of their home. 

 

We returned to Cindy’s for a business meeting and wonderful treats prepared by Faye Haley, Amy Kahn, Mary 

D’Anna, and Cindy.  We also had a club fund raiser which involved shopping for jewelry.  Synda Barracco, an 

independent representative of the Silpada Jewelry Company, had a beautiful assortment of jewelry for us to look 

through and the club received 20% of the total sales for the night. 

   

October Meeting:  Our October meeting was held at the Fassbender Center where we painted our own Garden 

Flags.  Brenda Gruber, of the Kenner Recreation Department, was our instructor and we all came home with a 

Fleur-de-Lis themed burlap garden flag with our family initial.  

You may see many displayed in the gardens throughout Driftwood.  

We all had a great time and also enjoyed the treats provided by Jan 

Bagwell, Mary Brogle, Lisa Powell, and Carolyn Walker.   

 

November Meeting:  In November, we met at the home of Faye 

Haley, # 1 Chateau Rue du Jardin. Delicious refreshments for the 

meeting were provided by Mary Krobert, Jean Maurin, Betty 

Bordelon, and Shelby Duncan. Yvette Stewart from Gordon’s 

of Kenner, was our guest speaker.  Yvette displayed examples of 

many different wreaths, table decorations, and door and wall 

hangings.  With each decoration, she explained what products 

were needed and how to make the particular decoration.  Yvette 

discussed “trending” items in decorating.  These include 

monograms out of many different materials, but especially wood 

and artificial candles that are battery operated and scented.  Using 

burlap in decorating is very popular and platinum is definitely the 

Driftwood Park Garden Club 
By Mary T. D’Anna 
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November Garden of the Month 
Sal and Luana Perez 
4916 David Drive 
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   Our Literary Society of Driftwood met at the home of Joe Dean Krack, on Tuesday November 11th, to 
discuss the fictional novel A Hopeful Heart, by Amy Clipston. The author researched the Amish people in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania to create her endearing characters and how they relate to us, "Englishers." Hannah 
finds herself at the crossroads of her life when her husband dies and she meets an English man Joshua Click. 
There are surprising twists and turns which made the book a very interesting read.  
  In October we discussed Kristin Hannah's Night Road. It was a riveting fictional novel about a mother. 
Jude Farraday, who is over protective with her only childrens, twins a boy and girl, Mia and Zach. Her aim is 
to keep them safe, even after starting college. But her worst fears are realized and their entire lives are in 
turmoil.  
    Our annual Christmas book club meeting, party, pot luck dinner and Santa gift swap will take place at my 
home on Tuesday, December 9th. We will discuss humor writer, Dave Barry's The Shepherd, the Angel and 
Walter the Christmas Miracle Dog.  If you would like to become a member of our book club, you don't have 
to live in Driftwood, but be willing to host, call me 443-1571 or email me at anniepc1@att.net 
 

The Literary Society of Driftwood 
By Annie P. Collom 
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Garden Club Continued... 

new color of the year.  She explained how to use platinum mesh to 

make a wreath and how you can use burlap to dress the wreath 

down. Mesh and burlap can be used on your Christmas tree and it 

would take about 3-4 rolls to decorate a 7’ tree. Yvette answered 

many questions from our members and we enjoyed her talk and 

demonstration. 

 

Our club is gathering food items for the St. Jerome Food Bank and 

all members were asked to bring food items, especially protein 

items, to Elaine Waldron’s home, # 70 Madrid Avenue. 

 

Catherine Bordlee reported on the houses selected for Gardens of 

the Month:  October, Mary and Ray Brogle, 3609 Lake 

Trail, and November, Sal and Luana Perez, 4916 David 

Dr.  Congratulations to all of our Winners! 

 

October Garden of the Month 
Mary and Ray Brogle 
3609 Lake Trail 

mailto:anniepc1@att.net


Congratulations to Driftwood 

swimmers Emily Wilson and 

Brooke Williamson for their 

outstanding performances at the 

Louisiana High School State 

Swim Meet held recently in 

Sulphur,  LA.      Emily and Brooke both made the final round of Top 

16 swimmers in their respective swim divisions.   

 

Emily,  a sophomore at St. Mary’s Dominican High School,   finished 10th overall in Division I competition 

in the individual  50 yd Freestyle event, and her 200 yd Freestyle relay team finished 4th in the state. Also, 

her 200 yd Medley relay team turned in a 2nd place finish overall statewide.     Dominican finished  the 

season 3rd place overall in Division 1. 

 

Brooke,   a sophomore at St. Martin’s Episcopal School,  finished  13th overall in Division IV  competition in 

the individual 200 yd Freestyle event, and her 200 yd freestyle relay and 400 yd  freestyle relay teams both 

earned a 7th place finish overall. St. Martin’s finished  the season 4th place overall in Division IV. 

 

Emily and Brooke are coaches and swimmers with the Driftwood Sharks, the summer league swim 

program of Driftwood Park Country Club, a member of the 13-team JCCA Swimming organization. 

 

Emily is the daughter of Barrett Wilson and stepdaughter of Laura Donnaway. 

 

Brooke is the daughter of Kelly and Stephanie Williamson. 

 

Great job ladies !  

Neighbor News 
Have a neighbor to spotlight? Email Shannon at DPCABarkEditor@gmail.com.  
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Congratulations to Kain Oddo who celebrated his 7th Birthday in November. 

Driftwood  

Swimmers 

Reach Louisiana 

High School 

Swim Finals    
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Watch DPCC’s website for upcoming events.   www.driftwoodparkcountryclub.com 

DRIFTWOOD PARK COUNTRY CLUB  

Page 7 

With Thanksgiving behind us, the 2014-2015 Galatas playground basketball season 
will start Monday, December 8th. Come help support your local playground and 
cheer on our girls and boys basketball team! Good Luck and Go Chargers!!  

Congratulations to the Galatas Football teams and the Cheerleaders for finishing a 
great season!  

Galatas Playground is looking for new advertisements to put around their 
outfield baseball fence. If anyone knows a business or owns a business and would 
like to advertise on our fence, please contact Jackie Camardelle @ (985) 628-0364 
or j.camardelle@yahoo.com. Thank You.  

GALATAS NEWS 

Later this month we will add some 

information to our website on ways to 

build a float for the Driftwood Parade.  

Please consider putting 

together a float with 

friends and neighbors.  

It isn’t as hard as you 

might think and riding 

in the parade is a great 

deal of fun! 

tel:%28985%29%20628-0364
mailto:j.camardelle@yahoo.com


Have idea for something you’d like to see in the Bark or on the website?   Have a concern that you’d like to see 

address?  Email DPCABarkEditor@gmail.com .   Visit www.driftwoodparkcivicassociation.com for additional content.  
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JOIN THE DRIFTWOOD PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION!!! 

>>>BOARD MEMBERS<<< 

PRESIDENT:   John DeHaven  john.dehaven@hoyavision.com 443-2481 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Keith Sellers   ksellers5@cox.net    469-1469 

TREASURER:   Anne Villanueva  alvilla27@gmail.com    305-5040 

SECRETARY:   Mary D’Anna   mdanna3175@att.net    905-4551 

AT LARGE:    Kellie Brown   kdbrown@bluewilliams.com  343-9778 

AT LARGE:    Michael Carter  MichaelCarter@gulfbank.com  565-4647 

AT LARGE:    Kelly Williamson  timelessckw@msn.com   338-4545 

MEMBERSHIP:   Melissa Tillman  issa603@yahoo.com    458-0008 

MEMBERSHIP:   Dona Reynaud  donareynaud@cox.net   909-4004 

DISTRIBUTION:   Melissa Tillman  issa603@yahoo.com    458-0008 

NEWSLETTER:   Shannon LeBlanc  ssleblanc@gmail.com    957-1556 

PARADE CAPTAIN: Dona Reynaud  donareynaud@cox.net  909-4004 

Your annual dues help to support the following great activities in our neighborhood: 

*Halloween Spook To Do       *Entrance Upkeep   *Easter Egg Hunt  *Family Day 

*Neighborhood Mardi Gras  *Driftwood Bark Newsletter     *Other Events TBA 

By participating at the Patron Level, you receive these additional benefits: 

*Mardi Gras King & Queen’s Ball Invitation    

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Name________________________ 

Phone________________________ 

Address_______________________ 

Email_________________________ 

 

Choose membership level (circle one)   

FAMILY   *   PATRON     *     PATRON RENEW 

Please make all checks payable to: “Driftwood Park Civic Association”  

Mailing Address: DPCA P.O. Box 640066 Kenner, La. 70064 

Visit www.driftwoodparkcivicassociation.com/membership/  to join or renew online using Paypal. 

Family Membership   $25.00  

 

Family Patron Level   $100.00 
(first year)  

 

Family Patron Renewal  $50.00  
(Subsequent years)  
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